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enaowed witl^ the supreme knowledge. He toured round
many places singing the praise of Lord Siva. Lord Siva
also had endowed him with several unusual presents
such as a pair of golden Symbols for keeping time while
singing, a pearl bedecked palanquin, a pearl canopy,
gold coins to ward off famine etc., He also performed
various miracles such as bringing life to dead men and
women.

When they heard all these, a ray of hope
dawned on the minds of the queen and the
Prime Miniser. They had sent a messenger to
Thirugnanasambandhar imploring him to visit Madurai to
drive out Jainism and revive Saivism. On receipt of the
invitation, Thirugnanasambandhar wanted to proceed to
Madurai. But his colleague, Thirunavukkarasar, who had
been a pillar of Jainism, tried to stop him on the plea that
the king there could be cruel and heartless. But
Thirugnanasambandhar brushed aside the objection
saying that Lord Siva's devotees could never be harmed
and went to Madurai along with a multitude of his
followers.

At Madurai, he worshipped Goddess Meenakshi
and Lord Somasundareswara and prayed for success in
his encounter with the leaders of the Jain cult.

He stayed in the building of one Vaageesa, an
ardent devotee of the Lord. That night, the Jain
performed an Abhichara Homa for the destruction of the
building in which Thirugnanasambandhar was staying be
means of raising a fire in it. The building was afire and
Thirugnanasambandhar directed the fire to consume the
Pandya king who had forsaken his ancestral belief and
was hobnobbing with a new sect. The Pandya was
immediately afflicted with a burning fever and his agony